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7- If any member of your family is deceased, give the name and date of 
death. A, Wife, phe Colcn a beets (di “ae & G : 
tin Polecn, Aho 9: IPB Y, 
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g. If you were graduated by any college, give the name and class. A. 
10. State what degrees, if any, have been conferred, and by whom. a, 


11. State your occupation; and if you are a member of any of the lea 
professions, A. ‘ 
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12. If you have held any public office, either Municipal, State or Federal 
what, when, and for how long. A. 


13. If you have been connected with any corporations, or other societies, state — 
in what manner. A. 


14. If you have written any book, pamphlet or article which has been printed, 
state when and where published, and give titles in full, and please furnish copies to ' 
the Library of the Society. A. , é 
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: give details. A. 
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'TE.—Please also send to the Society, for its Album, a photographic likeness of yourself, with your autograph 
if you have not already done so; and donations of anything you may have written will be particularly 
sccpabe as well as contributions germane to its Library and Cabinets. 
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Useful Career of Matthew 
Adams Stickney Ended. 
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; Noted as a Historian, Genealogist 
and Numismatist. 








He Was {he Owner of Valuable Manuscripts, 
Aulograpks and Rare Curios. 






Mr. Matthew Adams Stickney, the well- 
known numismatist and genealogist, died 
at his residence, 119 Boston street, Satur- 
day, at 10.45 p.m. He had been sick fora 
long time, : 

He was born in the ancient Stickney 
house, located on the shore of Mill river, 
Rowley, Sept. 23, 1805. When about four 
weeks old, his parents, Dudley and Bliza- 
beth (Davis) Sticknay, removed to Belfast, 
Me., but after the decease of his mother in 
1808, he was.brought back to the ancient 


Stickney homestead, and cared for in the 
familv of his rrandtather. 



















U was the intention of his grandparen 
and uncles to give him a college ednea- 
tron, but continued ill health in ehild- 
hoodand youth, prevented his attend- 











ance, 

He received sufficient education in the 
public schools of Rowley, to Caep Bpar zee) 
the duties of a merchanv’s counting room, 
and enough of Latin to assist him in de- 
ciphering the inscriptions on coins and 
wedals. : bcd . 

In 1827 he left-Rowley for South Dan- 
vers, now Peabody, where he entered the 
stare of Sawyer & Peirce, dealers in West 
India goods. In 1829 he opened a similar 
store, on his own account on Central 
street, Peabody, and in 1832, he purchased 
the store of Caleb Smith, on Boston street, | 
Salem. ; fea 

He was married April 17, 1833, to Mary 
Hlizabeth, daughter of Caleb and Eliza- 
beth, (Winchester) Smith, by Rev. Wil+ 
liam Williams. She died May 9, 1834. 

He commenced housekeeping, in ‘the 
westerly half of Ichabod Nichols house, 
which was next door to the residence 
where his first wife wes bornand died. _ 
In 1838 Mr. Stickney purchased the es- 

Inarriage,) and made the | 
house his home, the remainder of his life: | 

His Second wife, whom he married Dec. 
25. 1838, was Lucy, daughter of John and | 
Bteavor (Shaler) Waters. Uhe ceremony 
was performed by Rev. John Wayland, 
D.D. Shedied Feb. 13, 1817, 

In 1854 Mr. Stickney retired from busi- 
ness With a competence, and devoted 

Ilis Time to Literary Parsuits. 


An eariy perusal of Goldsmith’s “Anj- 
mated nature,” led Mr, Stickney to an in- 
terest in birds and the collection of their 
eggs, Which consisted, before he was 10 
years old,of nearly 2000, which were strung» 
and festooned in hischamber in the old 
mansion house of his ancestars in Row- 
ley. ‘ 

His home contains many rare and in- 
teresting things. Therecan be found a 
good assortment of ancient furniture, 
some of it brought from Bagland. 

Wedding dresses, soiie dating as fac 
back as 1700, are among the artieles eare- 
fully stored away in trunks aad ecap- 
boards, aoe - : 
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: st interesting and valu- 
ableot thecollection are the family rec- 
ords, with coin and paper money recsived 
| by his grandfather Stickuey for wages 
during the Revolutionary war, given him 
with their history. 

This collection formed a nucleus of an 
aggregation of rare coins which he com- 
pleted and owned, of every denomination 
of value, type aud date issued by the con- 
tinental cougress, and of which only two. 
such collections are known. ; 

He alsoowned a full collection of coins 
of the colonial issues from the earliest 
date 1690. Heleaves several Yarge cabi- 
nets filled with ancient and mcdern coins, 
medals, etc. ott ih, eae 

The collection is very extensive and val- 
uable, particulacly those of Great Britain 
and this country, previous to the estab- 
lishment of the United States mint in 
aves its issues since and jproof sets from | 
1845, 

‘He also owned au extensive collection 
of almanacs,commencing frem 1685, print - | 





edat Cambridge, and of New England 
authors, probably more | 


Complete Than Any Other. 


There are but few more extensive and — 
valuable collections of autograph létters 
in this conntry, than was owned by Mr. 
Stickney. The collection consists of au- 
tograph letters of the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence, statesmen 
of the Revolutionary period and of the 
‘ present century, aa well as missives writ- 

ten by prominent French officers. 

__ He was also a member of the New Eng- 
Jand Historic Genealogical society, Amer- 
ican Statistical association, Congregation- 
al Liprary association, Vermont Histori- 
cal society, American Numismatie and 

Archeological society of New York, and 

several other historical and literary or- 

ganizations. 

He was a voluminous writer on historic 
subjects, and published seyeral valuable 

articles in the Bisex Institute collection, 
including ‘‘Notes on American Carrency”? 
and “Almanacs and Their Authors.” 

Ee was the author and publisher of a 
genealogy of the descendants ot his pa- 
ternal ‘mm™igrant aneestor, William Stiek- 
ney of Rowley; of agenealogy of the 
AveCeuaauls Of OL his maternal ancestor, 
Joseph Fowler, a son of immigant Phil- 
ip Fowler of Ipswich. 

fa these books, he gave the pedigrees ot 
many of his ancestors running bask to 
the first settlement of our country, and 
has left in manuscript genealogies of the 
families of Calet and Waters on which he 
Spent a vast amount of time, 

Mr. Stickney was aman of sterling in- 
tegrity, and held in high esteem by. all 
who kuew him. He leaves three daugh- 
ters, Misses Sarah Elizabeth, Lucy Waters 
and Cornelia Augusta Stickney, who re- 
side at the old home, 119 Boston strect. 

Mr. Stickney was librarian of the Essex 
Institute from 1850 to 1856, and curator 
from iS48 to ’50 and from 1858 to 1882, 
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